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United World Colleges Costa Rica: An Introduction
United World Colleges (UWC) is the only global educational movement which brings together students from all over the world at pre-university level (or tertiary level in the case of one College), regardless of their ability to pay. Students are selected on merit and live together in an environment designed to foster international understanding, tolerance and peace. Today there are ten United World Colleges across the world, each with students from many different countries and cultures.
The United World Colleges international movement is currently represented by volunteer UWC National Committees and Selection Contacts in 115 countries. Through the United World Colleges (International), the UWC National Committee of Costa Rica is recognized as a non-profit legal entity, enjoys an operational partnership with UNESCO and has a consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council. Due to its relatively small size, the committee has traditionally dedicated all of its efforts to implementing a genuinely competitive selection process to identify some of the best students in Costa Rica. Since 1984, more than 50 young people from various backgrounds and from all parts of the country have been able to benefit from an opportunity to study at UWC colleges regardless of their ability to pay. As the UWC alumni community in Costa Rica grows however, there is a mounting recognition for a need to do more than just that. 
Currently, efforts to consolidate the organization and increase the profile of United World Colleges in Costa Rica include a series of strategic planning meetings aiming to identify, conceive, design and implement a broad array of projects. The overall goal is to bring the UWC experience and spirit to Costa Rica so that many more people can learn about and become involved in the movement. The projects will include, among others, community service activities, public debates and meetings on pertinent issues in Costa Rica and globally, nature conservation projects and other educational activities to enhance civic engagement and foster a sense of social, political and environmental responsibility among young people in Costa Rica.

The UWC National Committee of Costa Rica is currently seeking to identify and develop partnerships with like-minded organizations and to support educational activities of governmental agencies and corporate social responsibility programs of private companies. Such partnerships will additionally help increase the profile of United World Colleges in Costa Rica and permit mobilization of financial resources for organizational growth and scholarships to enable even more young Costa Ricans to study at UWC Colleges in the coming years.
The ongoing discussions about the future work of the UWC National Committee of Costa Rica will culminate in an event entitled “United World Colleges Costa Rica: An Introduction” to be held at Hotel Bouganvilla, Santo Domingo, on Thursday, August 5, 2004 at 6 p.m. The main purpose of this event is to introduce the United World Colleges movement, its mission, its impacts on both the national and global levels and the goals and targets set forth by the UWC National Committee to the broader community within Costa Rica. Second, during the Questions and Answers session, the UWC National Committee aims to identify possible forms of cooperation with other non-governmental, governmental and private entities. We are convinced that similarly as in other parts of the world, there are innumerable opportunities for cooperation and are eager to explore the options available with you.
Additionally, the UWC National Committee of Costa Rica would like to present 3 full scholarship certificates to students selected to enrol at UWCs in Canada, Norway and the United States in September 2004. As the scholarships do not cover international travel expenses and pocket money, we also hope to assist these students by soliciting voluntary contributions from individuals attending this presentation.
The event will be covered by daily newspapers and media outlets and attended by representatives of diplomatic missions in Costa Rica, local and international non-profit organizations, educational institutions and private corporations. Cocktails and refreshments will be served. For further information, please, see the attached program of the event.
I would greatly appreciate if you could inform the UWC National Committee of Costa Rica whether you are interested and able to attend personally, or whether your organization wishes to be represented in some other capacity. We look forward to meeting with your organization on August 5, 2004.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 
Yours sincerely,

Javier Blanco Uhlenhaut
Presidente, Asociación Pro-Colegios Del Mundo Unido (Costa Rica)
E-mail: info@cr.uwc.org 
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